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National Fiber's Cellulose Insulation

       
 

 
Choosing an 

insulation product for your 

home is something you’ll literally 

have to live with for a long time. But when you 

compare National Fiber's cellulose insulation 

to sprayed foams, it’s an easy choice. Which 

offers the best value for energy savings? That 

would be cellulose. Which one is the greenest 

product available? Cellulose, again. Best 

protection from fire? That’s us. Manages 

moisture better, isn’t petroleum based, deters 

insects, and makes your home quieter? Check,

check, check, and check for cellulose. When it 

comes to your choice in insulation,

it’s really no contest. There’s cellulose and

                              then there’s everything else.

                                      Cellulose insulation - 

                                           the advantages 

                                           are undeniable.

    The Advantages are Undeniable
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Greener 
Our cellulose insulation
is the greenest choice to 
insulate your home. 

Offering the best value for energy 
savings, the highest recycled 
content and the lowest embodied 
energy (the amount of energy it 
takes to manufacture and 
transport) of any insulation 
choice, National Fiber’s cellulose 

insulation is not only a great choice, it’s the greenest choice, too.

Cellulose insulation is made from paper, which is refined to cellulose 
fiber. We make cellulose primarily from over-issue newsprint (daily 
newspapers that went unpurchased) and paper drive paper, the two 
best sources of recycled paper available. Unlike other manufacturers, 
we also hand sort the paper to remove glossy inserts, string, etc., 
making ours the cleanest cellulose insulation you can buy.

• Cellulose insulation saves you more on your heating and cooling    
 bills – up to 40% more than fiberglass, and comparable to 
 sprayed foam. But unlike foams, cellulose insulation isn't a  
 petroleum based product. 
• Cellulose has a local recycled content of 82%+, sprayed foam 
 insulations virtually zero.
• Cellulose requires 750 Btu’s (a common measure of energy) 
 per pound to manufacture, vs. up to 48,000 Btu’s/lb, or 64x 
 more, for foam insulations.
• We make cellulose right here in New England, which means 
 lower emissions as our insulation travels fewer miles before 
 it gets to your home.

The impact? Our cellulose insulation is easier on 
the environment.

Quieter 
In a noisy world, 
our cellulose
insulation 
provides you 
more peace 
and quiet.

Besides saving you 
energy and making your home safer, cellulose does another job 
better than foam insulations. It makes your home quieter. 

Sound travels easily through gaps and voids. Cellulose insulation 
completely fills the cavities where it is applied, unlike most foam 
insulations. This means that cellulose not only prevents the 
movement of air and heat through your home, it does a better job 
stopping the transmission of sound. 

Less sound = less noise. Less noise = more peace and quiet. 
It’s that simple.

Better!
National Fiber’s cellulose insulation simply outperforms 
the alternatives.

Comparable energy savings to foams, plus…
• Safer in the event of a fire, producing no smoke
• More economical in most applications
• Disperses moisture and deters insects
• Reduced noise transmission
• No gaps or unfilled spaces
• High recycled content
• Much easier on the environment
• Made in New England 

Safer 
Cellulose insulation saves you money. It can save your life, too.

When you put our cellulose insulation 
to work in your walls, you 

dramatically enhance the 
safety of your home.

Cellulose is infused with 
borates, a naturally occurring 
mineral with amazing proper-
ties. First and foremost, it 
makes cellulose fire resistant. 

Simply put, in the event of a fire, 
cellulose actually works to limit its 

spread. Foam insulations melt in a 
fire, potentially allowing it to spread. 

More importantly, if exposed to flames, cellulose produces virtually 
no smoke. Sprayed foam insulations produce massive amounts of 
toxic smoke. According to the US Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), “Most victims of fires die from smoke or toxic gases and not 
from burns. (Hall 2001)”

• Cellulose insulation works to prevent the spread of a fire. 
 Foam melts in a fire, producing toxic smoke and potentially 
 allowing the fire to spread.
• Moisture disperses readily through cellulose, helping to prevent 
 mold and rot, which can attract insects. Foam insulations don’t  
 manage liquid water. This 
 can lead to rot and insect 
 problems.
• Cellulose won’t pollute 
 the air in your home. 
 Some foams outgas the 
 blowing  agents they 
 are installed with 
 over time.

How Do They Stack Up?

Typical R-Value in 2x6 wall

Resists Air Flow

Fills without Gaps or Voids?

Least Sound Transmission (STC)

Smoke when burned?*** (SDI)

Functions as Fireblock?

Moisture Management

Deters Mold & Pests

Outgasses after installation?

Recycled Content

Embodied Energy

* Assumes cavity is completely filled, which may not be the case.
** While Closed Cell Foam has an R-Value of 6-6.5/inch, typical installation depth is 3.5” in a 2x6 cavity due to the challenge in controlling application depth and
difficulty of trimming. Does not take into account effect of thermal bridging by studs, which further degrades R-Value, caused by incompletely filled cavities.
*** ASTM E 84 Smoke Developed Index

Cellulose Closed Cell Foam (2 lb.density)Open Cell Foam (1/2 lb. density)

R-20 R-21 to 22 **R-20 *

Yes - Dense Packed YesYes

Yes – Dense Packed May have VoidsMay have Voids

41 3737

None Toxic - 450 +/-Toxic - 400 +/-

Yes No - MeltsNo - Melts

Yes – Hygroscopic No - HydrophobicNo - Hydrophobic

Yes – Has Borates NoNo

No Yes - YearsYes – Weeks

82%+ Little or noneLittle or none

750 btu/lb up to 48,000btu/lbup to 30,000btu/lb
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